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P September 10, 1976

Mr. Peter C. Byrne - ‘ s
Director ) %

The Bigfoot Information Center .and Exhibition
Post Office. Box 632
The Dalles, Oregon 97058

Dear Mr. Byrne:

Reference is made to your letter-dated
August 26, 1976, concerning the reported examination:

‘of hairs by the FBI Laboratory in connection w:.th the

Bigfoot phenomenon.

‘Since the publication of the "Washington
‘Environmental Atlas" in.1975, which referred to such
examinations, we have, received ‘several inquiries
similar to yours. However, we have been unable to

“locate any references to- such exam:.nat:.ons in ‘our

files. .

Slncerely ‘yours,
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Memorandum to Mr. McDermott
Re: REQUESTED EXAMINATION 'OF
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE .
BIGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER
AND' EXHITION .
THE DALLES, OREGON'

RECOMMENDATIONS &

1. That.Mr. Byrne's request. for examination of 15

unidentified hairs and tissue. be ‘granted.

APPROVED:
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2. If exam:.nat:.on is granted;, a{:Eached letter be
approved and forwarded to Mr.« Byrne. > ¥
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The '7/6/75 issue. of* the Washlngton Star-News ‘carried
cutline and photograph (attached)fr\capt:.oned, "Recognltlon at
Last!" concerning the. recently?publlshed U.S.. Army Corps
of Engineers "Wash:.ngton Env:.ronment Atlas." The Atlas
contained information regardlng the possible existence of
Sasquatch, aka "Bigfoot," the’ legendary creature of the Pacific
Northwest mounta:.ns. -
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Memorandum to Mr. McDermott -

Re: REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF .
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE ) -
BIGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER
AND EXHIBITION 4 - .
THE DALLES, OREGON L

P

Thi's Atlas reported that ™a sample of reputed
Sasquatch hair was analyzed by the FBI and found to belong
to no known animal." Inasmuch as FBI Laboratory experts
had no records. or recollect:.on .0of such an examination,

Dr. Steve RJ.ce, Editor of the Army Atlas was telephonlcally
contacted in Seattle, Wash:.ngton. After check:.ng, Dr. Rice
was unable to locate his source of the reported FBI hair’
examination. . . ( - .

By letter dated 8/26/76 ‘Mr. Peter’ C.. Byrne;’
Director, The Bigfoot Information Center and Exhibition,
The Dalles, Oregon, inquired whether thls ‘reported FBI hair
analysis was accurate. In my letter dated 9/10/76 Mr. Byrne
was told the FBI Laboratory had no references to such an

far

examination (copies ‘attached) .. ; ; :

-

By letter dated 11/24/76 Mr. Peter Byrne again ‘
corresponded with the FBI Laboratory enclos:.ng a New York Times
article dated 6/30/76 captioned, "Is ‘it Bigfoot, Or Can It Be
Just A Hoax?" (dttached). The article contained a history of
Bigfoot 'and the activities of Mr. Byrne and. others connected
with the mystery. Mr. Byrne's letter requested the FBI
Laboratory examine and attempt to identify 15 hairs attached
to a piece of skin.

According to the New York Times article, Mr. Byrne's
five-year search for Bigfoot is supported by the Academy of
Applied -Science (AAS), Boston,. Massachusetts, admission fees
to his exhibit and small donations :from other sources. The
AAS is ‘the chief sponsor of the current Loc¢h Ness: ‘expedition
in Scotland. AAS is listed in the Encyclopedia of Associations
as belng founded in 1962 .and dedicated to applied science-
and engineering. It claims 300 ‘membérs and one staff member.
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Memorandum to Mr. McDermott

Re: REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE
BIGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER. .
AND EXHIBITION , |
THE DALLES, OREGON &

ot
0

1
‘A search of Bureau 1nd:|.ces conta:.ned no information
identifiable with Mr. Byrne or {:he BJ.gfoot Informat:.on Center

and Exhibition. £
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o M emorandum i ) Mr. COChrar(lAttn~| L
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T0 ¢ Mr. McDermott DATE:  12/13/76  Gentrvee—

Ident.

Z<7 J. Cochran, Jr ﬁé/
FROM

REQUESTED E ATION OF
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE

SUBJECT: (J)BTGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER Ao
EXHIB Training g
s THE DALLES, OREGON Tl e —

PURPQOSE:

.
~>
ormation concerning .

published reports thAt the FBI hds D, nalyzed hair in connection
with the search for“Sasquatch,. aka™"Bigfoot" and to

recommend that requested hai¥ examination received 11/24/76

from PeteriByrne, Director, Bigfoot Information Center and /_,/

To set out hackground i

Exhibition be granted. JRe 44
Tt 5=/

SYNOPSIS:-

«

Background information concerning Sasquatch, M
set out with request received 11/24/76 from Mr. Peter Byrn,e/
Director of the Bigfoot Information Center and Exhibition,

The Dalles, Oregon, for FBI Laboratory examination of 15
unidentified hairs and tissue related to sedrch for Sasquatch..

STS Division recommends request for examination be granted

in interest of research and scientific inquiry.

CURRENT BUREAU POLICY::

This does not represent.’a change in Bureau policy.
In addition to its primary mission of examining physical
evidence in criminal matters for Federal, state and municipal
law enforcement, the STS Division's Laboratory Branch has a
history of making its unique services and expertise available
to theé Smithsonian Institution, other museums, universities and
government agencies ‘in archeological matters ‘and in the interest
of research and legitimate ggientific inquiry.
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February 24, 1877 y

" REGISTERED
Mr, Howard SX rtls , :

_Exetutive Vic dent—
Acadonmy of A_pp_lied Sclenca..
"85 Tndis la Whaet, Suite 204,

/
:liz‘)f“fén. Massachusatte 02110 i ;:0 2 e BT .
Dear Mr, Gurtis . /5 Lgm/é£/<’////1/c; THE /3’/5/%1(,
%5108 SOUROE _/_A/W//f & T T ZMW
Tho hairs which you rec‘%ﬂ 0 vored‘ {0 the ¥BI Laboratory ——
on behalf of Tha Bigfoot Information Genter and Bxhibition have'been
examined by transmitted and incident light microscopy. Tho oxamination
Inclided a study of morphological characteristics such as root structuta, ,
medullary structure and cuticle thicknoss in addition to soals casts. ,q

‘Also, the hairg were compared directly with hairs of known oxigin undet

a comparieon microscopa., 0 9
It was concluded as o zesult of these examinations that the hairs
1 of deor. family origin, -
“Tho hair sample you submitted is belng returned asan ;
&  orclosure to this lotter,
2 1ES 4 ‘
= g =, Sincoroly yoursEX 113’ R ﬁ
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w o .
! IS Jay Cochran, Jr‘
G Asglstant Director FBI % MAR 1 1977
Seientific and Technical — i
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Laborotory mmn ¢ :
o s ek = SAC, Porfland (Refer to Bufeau lottor dated 12/15/76, to Mr. Peter Byrne,
Roc. Mgntios s e, ‘ s‘x - Director, The Bigfoot Infoxmation Center and Exhibition,
:f:;,',:: SC/pjm? 7}\ The Dalles, Oregon, copy furnished to SAC, Portlind.) .
Telephone Ren . (See Note 0 ge 2) ‘ . ‘il
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Legal Counie,

Plan. & Evel. s

suject; REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF Rec. Mgnt
UNIDENTIFIED HAIR FROM THE Spo e

BIGFOOT INFORMATION CENTER Tolephone Rm. .

} Director Sec'y .

AND EXHIBITION
THE DALLES, OREGON

PURPOSE:

‘To report the results of the examination of hairs-from the
captioned organization.

DETAILS:

By memorandum, Cochran to McDermott, dated 12/13/76, we
agreed to examine a hair sample on behalf of the captioned organization. R
A letter to this effect dated 12/15/76, was sent to Mr. Peter Byrne,
Director of captioned organization.

Recently, the hair sample (photograph attached) was delivered
to the Laboratory by Mr. Howard S. Curtis, Executive Vice President,
Academy of Applied Science, Boston, Massachusetts. This Academy
sponsors the captioned organization. ;

The hairs were determined to be from a member of the deer

family. S]‘ REC o)
iz ?s5_9(30/3—p
Mr. Curtis requested that a letter setting forth the results of
the examination be furnished to him since Mr. Byrne will be out of the

‘country for several months. He also requested that the hairs be
returned to him. —y
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Memorandum to'Mr: Coéhran

"REQUESTED EXAMINATION OF
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’That the attached letter bé furmshed to Mr. Curtis setting forth

the results of the exammatmn and that the hairs be returned to him.
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